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May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your 
way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the peoples 
praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. Let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the 
peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. The earth has yielded its 
increase; God, our God, has blessed us. May God continue to bless us; let all the ends 
of the earth revere him. Psalm 67 



Biblical Foundations for Our New Mission Statement 

Dear friends, 

Our Simple Church mission is: Love… Grow… Serve… Christ and 
Others. 

I hope you were able to attend our Vision Sunday or see it on television.  
Let me follow up the presentations by reviewing the foundation for our 
Mission in the Bible.  We should always measure what we do in God’s 
church by what God has revealed about His will.  Are we doing God’s 
will with our statement? 

Two of the most important scriptures are in Matthew.  The first is the 
“Great Commission” passage:  

Matthew 28:18-20: (Jesus said) "All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

This passage declares the purpose of God’s holy, universal church.  Our 
job in writing a short, memorable statement has been to express 
adequately what we believe a disciple actually “is”.  What does a follow 
of Jesus Christ do?  How can we tell a follower from a non-follower of 
Jesus? 

To answer, we went to the other Matthew scripture:  

Matthew 22:36-40: "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
Law?" And (Jesus) said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 
"This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, 
'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 

These scriptures lead to the first part of our mission statement: Love 
Christ and others.  Jesus said these are the greatest commandments.  The 
“love others” part is stated even stronger in  

John 13:34-35: A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By 
this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another.   



Jesus is saying that our treatment of each other is the greatest way we 
“prove” God to outsiders. 

The “love Christ” part derives from an Old Testament passage:  

Deuteronomy 6:4-7: Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is 
one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your might. These words, which I am 
commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and 
when you rise up. 

Another key definition of “loving God” is in  

John 14:15: If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.   

Obeying Christ is the first way that we love Him.  How can we say we 
love God, if we know His commandments and willingly disobey?  God 
forgives our transgressions (Praise God!).  But this doesn’t reduce God’s 
desires for us.  If we love Him, we seek to keep everyone.  It grieves us, 
when we don’t.  Our salvation doesn’t depend on our perfect obedience.  
Christ died so we could be saved in spite of our imperfection.  But we 
strive to be like the one we love. 

This leads us to the second part of our mission statement: Grow in 
Christ and Others.  Moses wrote in Deuteronomy that we should help 
our children grow in the commandments of God.  Scriptures telling us to 
grow are sprinkled throughout the Bible.  Good and bad things happen to 
us in life: All of them are opportunities to grow in God’s grace.   

1 Peter 2:2 says “…like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of 
the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation…”   

So, we are to grow in respect to God, Christ, and salvation. 

We must also grow in our relationships with each other.  God’s will on 
this is revealed in passages like  

Hebrews 10:23-25: Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us 
consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day 
drawing near.   



This means we not only teach facts about God in our church.  We 
encourage each other to live Christ’s wonderful life more fully and 
joyfully. 

To “grows in others” also implies having better and better relationship 
skills.  We must learn how to treat each other better: With respect, with 
honor as followers of the King, and with compassion.  It says in  

Colossians 4:6: Let your speech always be with grace, as though 
seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to 
each person.   

This commands us to think before we speak and say what is just right for 
a person to hear at this moment.  I certainly have trouble doing that!  But 
it’s an essential goal of our fellowship. 

Finally, God commands us to the third aspect of the Mission Statement: 
Serve Christ and others.  So many people come to church expecting to be 
served.  They give out terribly little, compared to the service they receive 
from you faithful servants in the church. 

We “serve Christ” by worshiping him, first of all.  We serve by obeying 
Him.  We serve Christ by serving others.   

Romans 12:8-15, 18: Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give 
preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering in 
tribulation, devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, 
practicing hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  
If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 

Serving Christ and others is a lifestyle.  God calls you to take part in that 
lifestyle.  We serve Christ by imitating His service to God and to other 
people.  There is nothing more satisfying than knowing that you have 
actually helped another human being in a permanent way.  Nothing is more 
important than saving a person’s soul for eternal life and equipping them to 
live as “a disciple”.  This is what our Lord desires for us.  Your church at 
Lake City is working hard to multiply the love, the growth, and the service 
in our area and our world. 

Have a great day in the Lord, knowing that His will is always the door to 
peace and joy.  

Don  



This is a short story which someone shared with us This is a short story which someone shared with us This is a short story which someone shared with us 
that we would now like to pass on to you...that we would now like to pass on to you...that we would now like to pass on to you...   
 

 A few months before I was born, my Dad met a stranger who was 
new to our small Tennessee town. From the beginning, Dad was fascinated 
with this enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to live with our family. 
The stranger was quickly accepted and was around to welcome me into the 
world a few months later. 
 

 As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my family. In my young 
mind, he had a special niche. My parents were complimentary instructors:  
Mom taught me to Word of God, and Dad taught me to obey it. But the 
stranger? He was our storyteller. He would keep us spellbound for hours on 
end with adventures, mysteries, and comedies. 
 

 If I wanted to know anything about politics, history or science, he 
always knew the answers about the past, understood the present and even 
seemed able to predict the future! He took my family to the first major league 
ball game. He made me laugh and he made me cry. The stranger never 
stopped talking, but Dad didn’t seem to mind. 
 

 Sometimes, Mom would get up quietly while the rest of us were 
shushing each other to listen to what he had to say, she would go to her room 
and read her books. (I wonder if she ever prayed for the stranger to leave.) 
Dad ruled our household with certain moral convictions, but the stranger 
never felt obligated to honor them. 
 

 Profanity, for example, was not allowed in our home...not from us, 
our friends or any visitor. Our long-time visitor, however, got away with four-
letter words that burned my ears, made Dad squirm and Mother blush. 
My dad was a teetotaler who didn’t permit alcohol in the home. But the 
stranger encouraged us to try it on a regular basis. He made cigarettes look 
cool, cigars manly, and pipes distinguished. He talked freely (much to freely) 
about sex. 
 

 His comments were sometimes blatant, suggestive and generally 
embarrassing. I know that my early concepts about relationships were 
influenced strongly by the stranger. Time after time, he opposed the values of 
my parents, yet he was seldom rebuked...and NEVER asked to leave. 
 

 More than fifty years have passed since the stranger moved in with 
our family. He has blended in and is not nearly as fascinating as he was at 
first. Still, if you were to walk into my parents den today, you would still find 
him sitting over in his corner, waiting for someone to listen to him talk and 
watch him draw pictures. His name? TV 
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GGGARRISONARRISONARRISON K K KEILLOREILLOREILLOR   ONONON M M METHODISTSETHODISTSETHODISTS   
 
We make fun of Methodists for their blandness, their excessive calm, their 
fear of giving offense, their lack of speed, and also for their secret fondness 
for macaroni and cheese. 
 
But nobody sings like them. If you were to ask an audience in New York 
City, a relatively Methodist-less place, to sing along on the chorus of 
“Michael Row the Boat Ashore,” they will look daggers at you as if you 
had asked them to strip to their underwear. But if you do this among 
Methodist, they’d smile and row that boat ashore and up on the 
beach!...And then down the road! 
 
Many Methodists are bred from childhood to sing in four-part harmony, a 
talent that comes from sitting on the lap of someone singing alto or tenor 
or bass or hearing the harmonic intervals by putting your little head 
against that person’s rib cage. 
 
It’s natural for Methodists to sing in harmony. We are too modest to be 
soloists, too worldly to sing in unison. When you’re singing in the key of 
C and you slide into the A 7th and D 7th chords, all two hundred of you, 
it’s an emotionally fulfilling moment. By our joining in harmony, we 
somehow promise that we will not forsake each other. 
 
I do believe this: 
People, these Methodists, who love to sing in four-part harmony, are the 
sort of people you can call up when you’re in deep distress. 
• If you’re dying, they will comfort you. 
• If you are lonely, they’ll talk to you. 
• And if you are hungry, they’ll give you tuna salad. 
• Methodists believe in prayer, but would practically die if asked to 

pray out loud. 
• Methodists like to sing, except when confronted with a new hymn or 

a hymn with more than four stanzas. 
• Methodists believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if 

they don’t notify them that they are there. 
• Methodists usually follow the official liturgy and will feel it is their 

way of suffering for their sins. 



• Methodists believe in miracles and even expect miracles, especially 
during their stewardship visitation programs or when passing the 
plate. 

• Methodists think that the Bible forbids them from crossing the aisle 
while passing the peace. 

• Methodists drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament. 
• Methodists feel guilty for not staying to cleanup after their own 

wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall. 
• Methodists are willing to pay up to one dollar for a meal at the church. 
• Methodists still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the season 

and think that peas in a tuna casserole add too much color. 
• Methodists believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and never 

take themselves too seriously. 
 
All this means that, if you are to be counted among their numbers, you 
will know you are a Methodists when: 
• It’s 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee after the 

service. 
• You hear something funny during the sermon and smile as loudly as 

you can. 
• Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee. 
• When you watch a Star Wars movie and they say, “May the Force be 

with you,” and you respond, “and also with you.” 
 
And lastly, you’ll know you’ve been in the presence of a Methodist, if it 
takes ten minutes to say good-bye! 

AngelFood AngelFood AngelFood Distribution Distribution   
 

Saturday, July 25 11am to 12pm 
Please let Al Thompson  - 651-448-0107 know 

if you plan on working on the distribution team that day 
Last day to order is Last day to order is Last day to order is July 10 by 2pm 

 

Come Celebrate With Us~~~Come Celebrate With Us~~~Come Celebrate With Us~~~   
Two Years of Angelfood in Lake City!!!Two Years of Angelfood in Lake City!!!Two Years of Angelfood in Lake City!!!   

 

For everyone who participates in this wonderful program, we invite you 
to enjoy a picnic lunch. Bring nothing but your appetite!! 

 

Time: Between 11am & 1pm Saturday, July 25, 2009 (Distribution Day) 
 

Place: Lake City United Methodist Church, 213 N. Oak Street, Lake City 



Men’s Fellowship Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast Breakfast   
Saturday, Saturday, 
July 4July 4  

at 7:30 amat 7:30 am  
              Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 Wednesdays at  7:00 

    ... ... ... ... help make prayer shawls! 
 

Mondays at 10am 
in the Church parlor 

    

Vision Team  
 

Tuesdays at 7pmTuesdays at 7pmTuesdays at 7pm   

Wednesdays at 8 pm  

    

Worship CommitteeWorship CommitteeWorship CommitteeWorship Committee    
Tuesday, July 14 

at 6pm 

    

Outreach Outreach Outreach Outreach Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting     
Tuesdays at 10amTuesdays at 10amTuesdays at 10am   

July 7 & 21July 7 & 21July 7 & 21   

    

Counsel Meeting  
Tuesday, July 28Tuesday, July 28Tuesday, July 28   

at 7pmat 7pmat 7pm   



 

The deadline for items to be included in the 
August Newsletter is  Friday, July 17 

You can also e-mail newsletter and bulletin item 
submissions to umcsecretary@embarqmail.com 

YYYYYYYYYYYYOUNGOUNGOUNGOUNGOUNGOUNGOUNGOUNGOUNGOUNGOUNGOUNG M M M M M M M M M M M MENENENENENENENENENENENEN’’’’’’’’’’’’SSSSSSSSSSSS            
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Wednesdays at 7pmWednesdays at 7pmWednesdays at 7pm   

   

AAALLL---AAANONNONNON   
 

Thursdays at 7pmThursdays at 7pmThursdays at 7pm   Communion Service 
at Nursing Homes 

 

Wednesday, July 22Wednesday, July 22  

Adult Ministries TeamAdult Ministries TeamAdult Ministries TeamAdult Ministries Team    
 

Thursday, July 9 
at 12pm 

   

NarcoticsNarcotics--AnonAnon  
 

Tuesdays at 7pmTuesdays at 7pmTuesdays at 7pm   

Preach at 
River Oaks and LCNH 

 

Tuesday, July 28Tuesday, July 28  

IOWA 
MEN’S EMMAUS 

 

Thursday, July 30Thursday, July 30  



10th Annual Salad Luncheon 
Monday, July 13 from 11am to 1pm 

Delicious Homemade Salads & Deserts of Every Kind! 

$7.00 for adults 

$3.00 for kids (ages 4 to 10) 

Children 3 & under are FREE 

All Proceeds Go To Youth Activities 

Sign up sheets are in the Narthex 

United Methodist Church 213 North Oak Street, Lake City 

TTTTTTTTTTTTURKEYURKEYURKEYURKEYURKEYURKEYURKEYURKEYURKEYURKEYURKEYURKEY T T T T T T T T T T T TALKALKALKALKALKALKALKALKALKALKALKALK            ------------            
 

The Turkey Dinner this year will be an “All Church Fundraiser” 
with the profits going to the general budget. That means all 

members may be asked to participate in any way they are able. 
This has been a very large fundraiser in the past 15 years for the 
United Methodist Women but due to our aging membership and 

declining number of members, we have decided to go to an all 
Church fundraiser. 

 

Saturday, September 19 has been set for the date this year so please 
mark your calendars. 

 

Anyone wishing to be on the planning committee, please contact 
Joyce Moechnig (345-3827). 

 

More information to follow. 

Love... Grow...Serve...  
Christ & Others 



 

 � Laura Schones & Ken Huffman on engagement and 

planning of October 2 wedding. 

 � Lincoln High/Middle School - 4th Grade Honor Roll:  

 � Emily Craig � Ian Craig 

 � Taylor Siewert � Carley Siewert 

 � Katie Loppnow � Jake Eichhorn 

 � Jennifer Martin � Kelsey Fick 

 � Brad Levenick 

 C C C C C C C CONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONS        ANDANDANDANDANDANDANDAND        JOYSJOYSJOYSJOYSJOYSJOYSJOYSJOYS        TOTOTOTOTOTOTOTO........................        

   

 � Hazel, Dennis and Gloria Issendorf & family on the death 

of Dallas Issendorf on May 29 at the Lake City Nursing Home. 

His funeral was here on June 1 with burial at Lakewood 

Cemetery.  

 � Angela and Greg Sprick & family on the death of her 

grandmother, Leona Jensen, on May 31 in Albert Lea. Her 

funeral was June 4 at Hartland Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Albert Lea with burial at North Freeborn Cemetery.  
 

 � Betty Jean Burnham & family on the death of her brother, 

Reverend Frederick O. Atkinson on June 10 in Brainard. 
  
 � Larry and Sandi Mayfield & family on the death of their 

brother-in-law, Roger King on June 10. 
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Church Bulletins gone wrong! 
 
Thank God for church ladies with typewrites. These sentences actually 
appeared in church bulletins or were announced in church services 
(Summer 2007 Release). 
 
1. The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
2. The sermon this morning; ‘Jesus Walks on Water.’ There sermon 

tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.’ 
3. Our your basketball team is back in action Wednesday at 8 pm in the 

recreation hall. Come out and watch us kill Christ the King. 
4. Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those 

things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 
5. The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due 

to a conflict. 
6. Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile 

at someone who is hard to love. Say ‘Hell’ to someone who doesn’t 
care much about you. 

7. Don’t let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 
8. Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again,’ giving 

obvious pleasure to the congregation. 
9. For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a 

nursery downstaires. 
10. Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the 

help they can get. 
11. The Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir 

will sing: ‘Break Forth Into Joy.’ 
12. Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the 

church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days. 
13. A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. 

Music will follow. 
14. At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What Is 

Hell?’ Come early and listen to our choir practice. 



15. Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of 
several new members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 

16. Scouts are saving alluminum cans, bottles and other items to be 
recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 

17. Please place your donation in the envelope along with the decresed 
person you want remembered. 

18. The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment 
and gracious hostilty. 

19. Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 pm - prayer and mediation to follow. 
20. The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They 

may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 
21. This evening at 7 pm there will be a hymn singing in the park across 

from the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin. 
22. Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 am. All 

ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after the B. S. Is 
done. 

23. The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation 
would lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next 
Sunday. 

24. Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 pm. Please 
use the back door. 

25. The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the 
Church basement Friday at 7 pm. The congregation is invited to 
attend this tragedy. 

26. Weight Watchers will meet at 7 pm at the First Presbyterian 
Church. Please use large double doors at the side entrance. 

27. The Associate Minister unveilded the church’s new tithing campaign 
slogan 

 Last Sunday: ‘I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours’ 

Love... Grow... Serve... Love... Grow... Serve... Love... Grow... Serve... Love... Grow... Serve...     
Christ & OthersChrist & OthersChrist & OthersChrist & Others    



Lake City Resettlement Committee 
 

 The Lake City Resettlement Committee was an ecumenical 
group that was started in the winter of 1978. It was an outreach for 
Catholic Charities of Winona. Early members were Dorothy 
Peterson and her husband Rev. Peterson, Mary Hill and Donna 
Rosen. All deceased. Prominent members from the United 
Methodist Church were Mary Ann Rick and Earl Ellenberg. Joel 
Grettenberg and Marily Chant were later members. It was an 
unusal group, in that it was not church sponsored, but was made up 
of members from the community. 
 

 The committee first sponsored people form Vietnam, who 
were languishing in refuge camps on Indonesian Islands, sometimes 
for up to 4 and 5 years. 
 

 The most recent sponsorship was of Bosnian families in 
1997. 
 

 9/11 put an end to the resettlement committee, as the 
government tightened up on refuges coming into the United States. 
 

 The committee was disbanded in 2002. 
 

 385 people were resettled through this committee. 
 

The history of the Vietnamese Picture 
hanging in Rogers Hall 
 

 This picture is one of many such pictures that were made in 
refuge camps on the Islands of Indonesia. Refugees lived in these 
camps with little to do to ease their burden of time. So men made 
these pictures to sell to refugees that were being resettled under the 
sponsorship of a foreign country. 
 

 At the top of the picture are the words saying, “Thank you to 
our sponsor.” In the bottom right hand corner you see the words 
Zalang, which is the Island, in Indonesia, where this picture was 
made. Under this you will see the name Buivandai, the name of the 
person, or family, who presented it to our United Methodist Chruch 
in 1984. The two eagles, and the globe have no meaning, other than 
symbols that this particular artist wanted to incorporate into this 
work. 



    

Remember our loved ones & friends...Remember our loved ones & friends...Remember our loved ones & friends...Remember our loved ones & friends... 

 LAKE CITY NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 
       500 W. Grant, Lake City, MN 55041 

 
 

Name            Birthday    Room    Name      Birthday    Room  
 

Dorothy Mathews  Jan 23   #117    Star Przybilla      May 23  #226   

Roger Geisler         Mar  2    #210    Wallace Abbott  Jul 6       #225 

Ruth Fertig             May 6    #208    Majelle Geisler   Oct 28    #126 

Doreen Geisler       May 13  #124    Irene Abbott      Nov 12   #225 

LLLAKEAKEAKE C C CITYITYITY C C CHURCHHURCHHURCH      
SSSOFTBALLOFTBALLOFTBALL S S SCHEDULECHEDULECHEDULE ~ ~ ~   
 

 Show up 15 minutes early!! 
 

 
Date  Time  Playing Against    Location 
 

June 7  6:15pm First Lutheran  1 
June 14 5pm  St. Mary’s Catholic  2 
June 21 5pm  St. Felix-Wabasha  1 
June28 Waterski Days Weekend-NO GAMES! 
July 5  5pm  St. John’s   2 
July 12  6:15pm Bethany   2 
July 19  6:15pm Valley View Assembly 2 

Lake City Nursing Home Lake City Nursing Home Lake City Nursing Home    
Bingo/Birthday PartyBingo/Birthday PartyBingo/Birthday Party   

   

Dates: Thursday, July 15Dates: Thursday, July 15Dates: Thursday, July 15   When: 2:00 pmWhen: 2:00 pmWhen: 2:00 pm   
   

Help is needed to assist the residence with Bingo.Help is needed to assist the residence with Bingo.Help is needed to assist the residence with Bingo.   
Three 9x12’ cakes are also needed.Three 9x12’ cakes are also needed.Three 9x12’ cakes are also needed.   
Please let Sandy Grettenberg know if you are willing to help.Please let Sandy Grettenberg know if you are willing to help.Please let Sandy Grettenberg know if you are willing to help.   
   

Thank youThank youThank you   
   

Sandy Grettenberg Sandy Grettenberg Sandy Grettenberg ------ 345 345 345---344034403440   


